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political conditions, in great gifts for universities, hospitals, and other pub-
lic institutions, and in a general feeling of satisfaction and encouragement.

QUESTIONS, EXERCISES, AND PROBLEMS

1.  In any volume of the Mortality Statistics issued by the United States Census
Bureau, look up the table headed "Deaths by Months of Occurrence."   Plot the
monthly number of deaths for the following places, beginning and ending each curve
with January: (a) California; (&) Minnesota; (c) Maine; (d) Missouri; (<?) North
Carolina; (/) Alabama; (g) your own state or city.   (These diagrams will be much
more accurate and instructive if the numbers given in the table are first divided by
the number of days in the month, and the results are again divided by the number
of inhabitants reckoned in hundreds of thousands.   This will give the number of
deaths per day for each hundred thousand people, and the resulting curves can
be compared without the necessity of making allowances for the number of days
in the month and the number of inhabitants.)    Interpret each curve as follows:
(i) Which seasons are best and worst, respectively, and how much do they differ
in percentages?   (2) What effect is produced by the onset of warm weather?   By
the continuance of such weather?   (3) The same for cold weather.   (4) Sum up the
effect of the changes of the seasons in each place, and show where the effect is
greatest   Be sure to make full allowance for the number of inhabitants, for other-
wise a small state or city will invariably appear more healthful than a large one.

2.  Discuss A478, as an illustration of a geographic variable.

3.  Describe in detail some variable geographic factor with which you are familiar,
and discuss its effect.